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What are we going to cover?
Biology is the study of life.  In it you will investigate living things and their interactions with other organisms and the environment in an attempt to gain a better understanding and appreciation of life on earth. Topics will include ecology, biochemistry, genetics, taxonomy, evolution, plant and animal life processes – just to name a few. Since this is a science that is continuously growing and changing, you will be provided with the opportunity to discover biology through laboratory experimentation, references to current research and exploration of appropriate internet resources.

What can I expect in class?
We will use a combination of class discussions, lectures, demonstrations, laboratory and web investigations as well as videos.  We may even sing a little.

What will I need for class?
The textbook (Biology: An Ecological Approach – by BSCS) will be provided.  You will have a copy of the text to keep at home until the end of the school year for use with your homework.  You should not bring the book to school each day; there will be copies in the room to use in class.
You will need a 3-ring binder w/ college ruled loose leaf, graph paper, metric ruler, colored pencils, blue or black pens and pencils. These items need to be replaced as necessary during the year.

Lab investigations…I heard that we have to dissect something.  Do we really?
Biology is the study of life, and a critical component of biology is the actual hands on experience with organisms - including dissection.  We have chosen specific organisms so that you can gain an insight into how complex and yet fragile organisms are.  The intent of dissection is to instill an appreciation for life and develop an attitude of stewardship towards the earth.  However, if you have reservations concerning dissection, you need to voice those concerns early on in the course because there is a prescribed sequence of alternative procedures that must be followed. 

Will I have to work?
	Of course you will!  Daily assignments will be given including:  reading, problem solving, text questions, lab reports, research, group projects and preparing for tests.  Long term written assignments will also be given.
	Assignments will be posted on the MPS website at:  www.mpshome.com (go to MPS Students, then Teacher Web Sites, then Wyman).  In addition to the daily assignments and notes, some worksheets and helpful links are also available on the webpage.  These will be quite handy because some of the information from class will not be found in your book.
	You are responsible for handing in assignments on the date they are due at the beginning of class.  It is your (the student’s) responsibility to seek me out if there are any questions concerning the assignment.  Late assignments will lose 25% of the total grade per day (not class). No credit will be given once the assignment has been returned and/or reviewed by the class.  Any collected assignments not turned in with the class, must be handed directly to me.  No credit will be given for assignments left on my desk, slid under the door, etc.

	







If you are absent you are expected to see me the day you return to school to obtain the missed class materials/new assignments and turn in assignments that are due.  If the absence causes you to miss a test, your parents must inform the attendance secretary when calling the school that they are aware you are missing a test.  Since tests are announced at least a week prior to their given day, make-up tests will be given immediately upon return to school.  It will be exceedingly difficult to maintain your grade if a vacation is taken during school time. 


How will we be graded?
Your success will be based on:  tests, quizzes, lab reports, homework assignments, research projects and other work along the way.  The grading scale used can be found in your student handbook.  You will want to keep track of your grades in your planner so you may continually evaluate your progress.  Parents and students can monitor grade progress using the internet based grade book Power School. Students must keep graded assignments (also keep copies of any computer work in your school folder).  The burden of proof rests with the student in any grade discrepancy.  There will be a final assessment which will count as 1/7 of your yearlong grade.

Are there any class rules?
There is a great deal to learn this year and in order to get through it all, we have to have some guidelines.  We’ll use those explained in your handbook and in the laboratory safety contract.  Disregard for laboratory safety and protocol will be taken very seriously.  There will be a portion of your grade determined by your cooperation in maintaining a positive learning environment.  

What if I need help?
Please, please come in and see me!  I am available daily before or after school for extra help.  The sooner you ask the question, the sooner you will understand.  We can also arrange to have a student from the National Honor Society tutor you one on one.  

How can I or my parents get in touch with you?
With the hectic lives we all seem to live, email has been a very useful means of communicating with parents and students.  I can be reached with any questions or concerns at twyman@mpslakers.com.  I can also be reached at 602-0839.


         


Welcome to Biology:  we are going to have a GREAT year!!
